
"It's an honor to serve these 
families every day, these 
children, and provide them with 
forever homes... It's an honor, 
it's a pleasure, it's a joy, to be 
able to be a part of their 
forever journey."

—Bianca Phillips, Adoption Team Lead

December Support Group 
Listings
Check with your local CPS office 
to see if they are throwing a 
holiday party!
Magnolia Health Lunch & Learn 
worth 2 credit hours in Grenada 
Co. on December 15.
Make sure you're following our 
Foster Parent Recruitment and 
Support Facebook page for any 
additional classes or conferences 
that are shared with us!

Last month, we held Adoption 
Celebrations across the state to 
celebrate forever families.
400 foster children got to shop for 
new shoes at the Kicks for Kids 
event.

Faces of Foster Care: 
Vershunda Jones

Vershunda Jones is a remarkable single 
mother who has fostered over 10 children, 
adopting three into her family alongside 
her biological son. Her unwavering 
commitment to providing a loving and 
nurturing home for children in need is truly 
inspiring. She has created a stable and 
supportive environment where her 
children can thrive, instilling the values of 
kindness, perseverance, and 
unconditional love. Her impact goes 
beyond her family; she serves as an 
example and inspiration in her community, 
showing the power of dedication and 
compassion. Through her example, she 
demonstrates how one person can 
transform lives and make a profound 
difference. Vershunda’s exceptional 
commitment to her children and her 
community makes her a deserving role 
model and an inspiration to all.

Vershunda is a 2025 Angel's in Adoption 
Honoree.

https://www.mdcps.ms.gov/sites/default/files/foster-%26-adoptive-parents/December%20Support%20Group%20Schedule.pdf
https://gis.mdcps.ms.gov/offices/
https://files.constantcontact.com/6d711d96901/02802d11-d188-4749-b1e3-b676104ef237.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/MDCPSfosterparentrecruitmentandsupport/
https://www.facebook.com/MDCPSfosterparentrecruitmentandsupport/
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1F7fEZXdtf/
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1F7fEZXdtf/
https://www.wlbt.com/2025/12/09/400-foster-children-shop-new-shoes/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ccai-website/2025_Honoree_Bios_-_Angels_in_Adoption.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ccai-website/2025_Honoree_Bios_-_Angels_in_Adoption.pdf


Tips & Tools

As the weather turns colder, make sure your kids are keeping nice 
and warm.

Playing Outside in the Winter
Cold Weather Safety for Children
Winter Car Seat Safety

Community Corner

A big "thank you" to Thompson Law Firm for 
speaking to our team about the youth court 
process so our specialists are better prepared to 
serve Mississippi's children and families!

Faces of Foster Care Feature

Do you want to be featured in the 
newsletter or give someone else a 
shoutout? Send us a brief, encouraging 
statement about someone who has 
positively impacted your foster care 
journey or a memorable moment about 
your own experience with foster care.

Faces of Foster Care Form

Updates & Reminders

Did you know our Heart Gallery 
recently relaunched? Make sure 
you're following on Facebook and 
Instagram!
Are you involved in a church, group, 
or organization where we might be 
able to come speak about the need 
for foster parents? Check out our 
Foster Parent Recruitment Map for
who to reach out to in your area.
In case you missed it, there are some 
important changes to foster parent 
licensing. For more info on foster 
care licensure, email 
fprecruitment@mdcps.ms.gov. 
Foster Parent Bill of Rights

Contact Us

fprecruitment@mdcps.ms.gov
1-800-821-9157
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https://www.healthychildren.org/English/safety-prevention/at-play/Pages/Winter-Safety.aspx
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/safety-prevention/at-play/Pages/Cold-Weather-Safety.aspx
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/safety-prevention/on-the-go/Pages/Winter-Car-Seat-Safety-Tips.aspx
https://thompsonlaw.ms/
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/4f0e2bf6c8a54381b3351071dc818f01
https://www.facebook.com/msheartgallery
https://www.instagram.com/msheartgallery/
https://files.constantcontact.com/6d711d96901/8cb70628-2133-4c21-88d4-ce4da4c41354.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/6d711d96901/1e9391c1-7819-4648-858a-5a3ca932c74e.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/6d711d96901/1e9391c1-7819-4648-858a-5a3ca932c74e.pdf
https://www.mdcps.ms.gov/sites/default/files/Foster-Parents-BOR-FINAL.pdf
mailto:fprecruitment@mdcps.ms.gov
tel:1-800-821-9157
https://www.facebook.com/ChildProtectionServices.MS
https://www.facebook.com/ChildProtectionServices.MS
https://www.instagram.com/ms_cps/
https://www.instagram.com/ms_cps/
https://www.mdcps.ms.gov/
https://www.mdcps.ms.gov/connect-us
https://www.mdcps.ms.gov/connect-us/office-locations
https://www.mdcps.ms.gov/about/privacy-policy
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=63e5cc75-d2dc-447a-b77f-2a94324fb69e
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=63e5cc75-d2dc-447a-b77f-2a94324fb69e



